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Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Introduced by:
REP. DONOVAN, 84th Dist.
REP. SHARKEY, 88th Dist.
SEN. WILLIAMS, 29t Dist.
SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist.

AN ACT CONCERNING RETIREMENT PROVISIONS RELATING TO
JUDGES, FAMILY SUPPORT MAGISTRATES AND COMPENSATION
COMMISSIONERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Section 51-49a of the 2012 supplement to the general
2 statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
3 (Effective from passage):

4 (@) The right to a retirement salary, in accordance with the
5 provisions of this section, of any judge, family support magistrate or
6  compensation commissioner who is not eligible to retire under the
7  provisions of section 51-50a, which judge, family support magistrate or
8 compensation commissioner has completed ten years of service as
9  such, shall be vested and nonforfeitable.

10 (b) Any such judge or compensation commissioner who first

11 commenced service as a judge or compensation commissioner prior to
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January 1, 1981, and who resigns (1) [prior to September 2, 2011] on or
before September 1, 2011, (2) prior to becoming eligible to retire under

section 51-50a, and (3) after at least ten years of service, shall receive, at
such time as he would have been eligible to so retire if he had
continued in such service, as retirement salary, annually, fifty per cent
of the retirement salary he would have received had he served until he
was so eligible, plus ten per cent of such retirement salary for each
year of service beyond ten years but for not more than five years of

additional service.

(c) Any such judge, family support magistrate or compensation

commissioner who first commenced service as a judge, family support
magistrate or compensation commissioner on or after January 1, 1981,

and who resigns (1) [prior to September 2, 2011] on or before

September 1, 2011, (2) prior to becoming eligible to retire under section

51-50a, and (3) after at least ten years of service, shall receive, at such
time as he would have been eligible to so retire if he had continued in
such service, annually, an amount equal to the fraction of the
retirement salary he would have received had he served until he was
so eligible which corresponds to the ratio which the number of years of
his completed service bears to the number of years of service which
would have been completed at age sixty-five or twenty years,

whichever is less.

(d) Any such judge or compensation commissioner who first

commenced service as a judge or compensation commissioner prior to
January 1, 1981, and who resigns (1) on or after September 2, 2011, and

prior to July 1, 2022, (2) prior to becoming eligible to retire under
section 51-50a, and (3) after at least ten years of service, shall receive, at
such time as he would have been eligible to so retire, annually, an
amount equal to the fraction of the retirement salary he would have
received had he been eligible to retire on the date of his resignation
and shall begin collecting such retirement salary not earlier than at

sixty-two years of age.
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(e) Any such judge, family support magistrate or compensation

commissioner who first commenced service as a judge, family support
magistrate or compensation commissioner on or after January 1, 1981,

and prior to July 1, 2011, and who resigns (1) on or after September 2,

2011, and prior to July 1, 2022, (2) prior to becoming eligible to retire
under section 51-50a, and (3) after at least ten years of service, shall
receive, at such time as he would have been eligible to so retire,
annually, an amount equal to the fraction of the retirement salary he
would have received had he been eligible to retire on the date of his
resignation and shall begin collecting such retirement salary not earlier

than at sixty-five years of age.

[(f) In determining the amount of retirement payments to be made
pursuant to subsections (b) to (e), inclusive, of this section, longevity
payments which would have been made if the judge, family support
magistrate or commissioner had continued to serve as a judge, family
support magistrate or commissioner from the date of resignation with
a vested right to a retirement salary shall not be included in the

computation.]

[(g)] (f) Any such judge, family support magistrate or compensation

commissioner who first commenced service as a judge, family support
magistrate or compensation commissioner on or after July 1, 2011, and
who resigns prior to becoming eligible to retire under section 51-50a
and after at least ten years of service, shall receive, at such time as he
would have been eligible to so retire, annually, an amount equal to the
fraction of the retirement salary he would have received had he been
eligible to retire on the date of his resignation and shall begin
collecting such retirement salary not earlier than at sixty-five years of

age.

(¢) In determining the amount of retirement payments to be made

pursuant to subsections (b) to (e), inclusive, of this section, longevity

payments which would have been made if the judge, family support

magistrate or compensation commissioner had continued to serve as a
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judge, family support magistrate or compensation commissioner from

the date of resignation with a vested right to a retirement salary shall

not be included in the computation.

Sec. 2. Section 51-49b of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(@) On January 1, 1982, and January first of each subsequent year,
each judge, family support magistrate or compensation commissioner
who first commenced service as a judge, family support magistrate or
compensation commissioner on or after January 1, 1981, and retired on
or before September 2, 2011, shall be entitled, in addition to the
retirement salary to which such judge, family support magistrate or
commissioner was entitled under the provisions of section 51-49a, as
amended by this act, 51-50 or 51-50a, as of the December thirty-first

immediately preceding, to an additional percentage which reflects the

increase, if any, in the National Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers for the previous twelve-month period,
provided such cost of living allowance shall not exceed three per cent.
Such cost of living allowance shall be computed on the basis of the
combined retirement salary and cost of living allowances, if any, to

which such judge, family support magistrate or compensation

commissioner was entitled as of the December thirty-first immediately

preceding.

(b) On January 1, 2012, and January first of each subsequent year,
each judge, family support magistrate or compensation commissioner
who was in service as a judge, family support magistrate or
compensation commissioner on or after [September 1, 2011, and retired
on or before the December thirty-first immediately preceding, shall be
entitled, in addition to the retirement salary to which such judge,
family support magistrate or compensation commissioner was entitled
under the provisions of section 51-49a, 51-50 or 51-50a, as of the
December thirty-first immediately preceding, to an additional
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percentage which reflects the increase, if any, in the National
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
for the previous twelve-month period, provided such cost of living
allowance shall not exceed two per cent. Such cost of living allowance
shall be computed on the basis of the combined retirement salary and
cost of living allowances, if any, to which such judge, family support
magistrate or compensation commissioner was entitled as of the

December thirty-first immediately preceding] September 2, 2011, shall

receive, in addition to the retirement salary that to which such judge,

family support magistrate or compensation commissioner was entitled

under the provisions of section 51-49a, as amended by this act, 51-50 or

51-50a, as of the December thirty-first immediately preceding, a cost of

living allowance equivalent to the cost of living allowance applied to

the retirement salary of members of the state employee retirement

system who retired on or after October 1, 2011, for the same period.

Sec. 3. Section 51-49c of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(@) On January 1, 1982, and January first of each subsequent year
until January 1, 2011, each surviving spouse of a deceased judge,
family support magistrate or of a compensation commissioner who
first commenced service as a judge, family support magistrate or
compensation commissioner on or after January 1, 1981, receiving an
allowance under the provisions of section 51-51, shall be entitled to an
additional cost of living allowance equal to the percentage which
reflects the increase, if any, in the National Consumer Price Index for
Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers for the previous twelve-
month period, provided such cost of living increase shall not exceed
three per cent. Such cost of living allowance shall be computed on the
basis of the combined retirement allowance and cost of living
allowance, if any, to which such surviving spouse was entitled as of

the December thirty-first immediately preceding.

LCO No. 543 {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2012HB-05034-R00-HB.doc } 50f15



Governor's Bill No. 5034

140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161

162
163
164

165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172

(b) On January 1, 2012, and January first of each subsequent year,
each surviving spouse of a deceased judge, family support magistrate
or compensation commissioner who [first commenced service as a
judge, family support magistrate or compensation commissioner on or
after January 1, 1981, receiving an allowance under the provisions of
section 51-51, shall be entitled to an additional cost of living allowance
equal to the percentage which reflects the increase, if any, in the
National Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers for the previous twelve-month period, provided such cost of
living increase shall not exceed two per cent. Such cost of living
allowance shall be computed on the basis of the combined retirement
allowance and cost of living allowance, if any, to which such surviving
spouse was entitled as of the December thirty-first immediately

preceding] was in service as a judge, family support magistrate or

compensation commissioner on or after September 2, 2011, shall

receive, in addition to the retirement salary that to which such judge,

family support magistrate or compensation commissioner was entitled

under the provisions of section 51-49a, as amended by this act, 51-50 or

51-50a, as of the December thirty-first immediately preceding, a cost of

living allowance equivalent to the cost of living allowance applied to

the retirement salary of members of the state employee retirement

system who retired on or after October 1, 2011, for the same period.

Sec. 4. Section 51-49f of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(a) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of judges
who first commenced service as judges prior to January 1, 1981, and
the allowance payable to their surviving spouses under subsection (a)
of section 51-51, "salary for the office" shall be composed of the total of
the following amounts: The annual salary payable pursuant to
subsection (a) of section 51-47, as such salary may change from time to
time; and for judges to whom a longevity payment has been made or is

due and payable, in each instance under subsection (d) of section 51-
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47, (1) one and one-half per cent of annual salary, as such salary may
change from time to time, for those who have completed ten or more
but less than fifteen years of service as a judge or other state service or
service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such
service, (2) three per cent of annual salary, as such salary may change
from time to time, for those who have completed fifteen or more but
less than twenty years of service as a judge or other state service or
service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such
service, (3) four and one-half per cent of annual salary, as such salary
may change from time to time, for those who have completed twenty
or more but less than twenty-five years of service as a judge or other
state service or service as an elected official of the state or any
combination of such service, and (4) six per cent of annual salary, as
such salary may change from time to time, for those who have
completed twenty-five or more years of service as a judge or other
state service or service as an elected official of the state or any
combination of such service.

(b) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of judges
who first commenced service as judges on or after January 1, 1981, and

prior to July 1, 2011, and the allowance payable to their surviving

spouses, under subsection (b) of section 51-51, "salary" shall be
composed of the total of the following amounts: The annual salary
payable at the time of retirement or death, fixed in accordance with
subsection (a) of section 51-47; and for judges to whom a longevity
payment has been made or is due and payable, in each case under
subsection (d) of section 51-47, (1) one and one-half per cent of the
annual salary the judge was receiving at the time of retirement or
death, for those who have completed ten or more but less than fifteen
years of service as a judge or other state service or service as an elected
official of the state or any combination of such service, (2) three per
cent of the annual salary the judge was receiving at the time of
retirement or death, for those who have completed fifteen or more but
less than twenty years of service as a judge or other state service or

service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such
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service, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the judge
was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have
completed twenty or more but less than twenty-five years of service as
a judge or other state service or service as an elected official of the state
or any combination of such service, and (4) six per cent of the annual
salary the judge was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for
those who have completed twenty-five or more years of service as a
judge or other state service or service as an elected official of the state

or any combination of such service.

(c) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of judges
who first commenced service as judges on or after July 1, 2011, and the
allowance payable to their surviving spouses, under subsection (b) of
section 51-51, "salary" shall be composed of the total of the following
amounts: The average annual salary for the five years next preceding
his or her retirement payable at the time of retirement or death, fixed
in accordance with subsection (a) of section 51-47; and for judges to
whom a longevity payment has been made or is due and payable, in
each case under subsection (d) of section 51-47, (1) one and one-half
per cent of the annual salary the judge was receiving at the time of
retirement or death, for those who have completed ten or more but less
than fifteen years of service as a judge or other state service or service
as an elected official of the state or any combination of such service, (2)
three per cent of the annual salary the judge was receiving at the time
of retirement or death, for those who have completed fifteen or more
but less than twenty years of service as a judge or other state service or
service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such
service, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the judge
was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have
completed twenty or more but less than twenty-five years of service as
a judge or other state service or service as an elected official of the state
or any combination of such service, and (4) six per cent of the annual
salary the judge was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for
those who have completed twenty-five or more years of service as a

judge or other state service or service as an elected official of the state
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or any combination of such service.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, on or
after September 2, 2011, the retirement salary of such judge [, family
support magistrate or compensation commissioner]| shall not exceed
the limits of Section 415 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or any
subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the United States,

as amended from time to time.

Sec. 5. Section 51-49g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of
compensation commissioners who first commenced service as
compensation commissioners in a term commencing prior to January
1, 1981, and the allowance payable to their surviving spouses under
subsection (a) of section 51-51, "salary" shall be composed of the total
of the following amounts: The annual salary payable pursuant to
subsection (a) of section 31-277, as such salary may change from time
to time; and for compensation commissioners to whom a longevity
payment has been made or is due and payable, in each instance under
subsection (b) of section 31-277, (1) one and one-half per cent of annual
salary, as such salary may change from time to time, for those who
have completed ten or more but less than fifteen years of service as a
compensation commissioner, (2) three per cent of annual salary, as
such salary may change from time to time for those who have
completed fifteen or more but less than twenty years of service as a
compensation commissioner, (3) four and one-half per cent of annual
salary, as such salary may change from time to time, for those who
have completed twenty or more but less than twenty-five years of
service as a compensation commissioner, and (4) six per cent of annual
salary, as such salary may change from time to time, for those who
have completed twenty-five or more years of service as a

compensation commissioner.

(b) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of
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compensation commissioners who first commenced service as
compensation commissioners in a term commencing on or after

January 1, 1981, and prior to July 1, 2011, and the allowance payable to

their surviving spouses, under subsection (b) of section 51-51, "salary"
shall be composed of the total of the following amounts: The annual
salary payable at the time of retirement or death, fixed in accordance
with subsection (a) of section 31-277; and for compensation
commissioners to whom a longevity payment has been made or is due

and payable, in each case under subsection (b) of section 31-277, (1)

one and one-half per cent of the annual salary the compensation
commissioner was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for
those who have completed ten or more but less than fifteen years of

service as a compensation commissioner, (2) three per cent of the

annual salary the compensation commissioner was receiving at the

time of retirement or death, for those who have completed fifteen or

more but less than twenty years of service as a compensation

commissioner, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the

compensation commissioner was receiving at the time of retirement or

death, for those who have completed twenty or more but less than

twenty-five years of service as a compensation commissioner and (4)

six per cent of the annual salary the compensation commissioner was
receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have

completed twenty-five or more years of service as a compensation

commissioner.

(c) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of

compensation commissioners who first commenced service as

compensation commissioners on or after July 1, 2011, and the

allowance payable to their surviving spouses, under subsection (b) of

section 51-51, "salary" shall be composed of the total of the following

amounts: The average annual salary for the five vears next preceding

his or her retirement pavable at the time of retirement or death, fixed

in accordance with subsection (a) of section 51-47; and for

compensation commissioners to whom a longevity payment has been

made or is due and pavable, in each case under subsection (d) of
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section 51-47, (1) one and one-half per cent of the annual salary the

compensation commissioner was receiving at the time of retirement or

death, for those who have completed ten or more but less than fifteen

years of service as a compensation commissioner or other state service

or service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such

service, (2) three per cent of the annual salary the compensation

commissioner was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for

those who have completed fifteen or more but less than twenty vyears

of service as a compensation commissioner or other state service or

service as an elected official of the state or any combination of such

service, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the

compensation commissioner was receiving at the time of retirement or

death, for those who have completed twenty or more but less than

twenty-five vears of service as a compensation commissioner or other

state service or service as an elected official of the state or any

combination of such service, and (4) six per cent of the annual salary

the compensation commissioner was receiving at the time of

retirement or death, for those who have completed twenty-five or

more years of service as a compensation commissioner or other state

service or service as an elected official of the state or any combination

of such service.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, on or

after September 2, 2011, the retirement salary of such compensation

commissioner shall not exceed the limits of Section 415 of the Internal

Revenue Code of 1986, or any subsequent corresponding internal

revenue code of the United States, as amended from time to time.

Sec. 6. Section 51-49i of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(@) For any judge, family support magistrate or compensation
commissioner retiring on or after July 1, 2022, the right to a retirement

salary in accordance with the provisions of this section shall vest and
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be nonforfeitable when the judge, family support magistrate or
commissioner has attained the age of sixty-three years and twenty-five
years of service as a judge, family support magistrate or compensation
commissioner, or [sixty-two] sixty-five years and has served ten years
as a judge, family support magistrate or compensation commissioner
or has thirty years of state service credit under the provisions of
chapter 66, provided not less than ten years of such state service was
served as a judge, family support magistrate or compensation
commissioner, and provided such state service shall not be used for
retirement credit under said chapter 66. Any contributions made under
said chapter 66 shall be transferred to the Judges, Family Support

Magistrates and Compensation Commissioners Retirement Fund.

(b) Any judge, family support magistrate or compensation
commissioner who has been refunded contributions from the State
Employees Retirement Fund for any prior period of state service may
receive credit for such service upon repayment of such refunded
contributions with interest thereon at the rate of five per cent per year
from the date of refund to the date of payment. The amount of such
payment shall be transferred to the judges, family support magistrates
and compensation commissioners retirement system. A judge, family
support magistrate or commissioner may elect to retire at any time

thereafter.

[(c) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any
judge who has served for at least sixteen years as a judge and was
nominated by the Governor for a subsequent term but was not
reappointed and who has attained sixty-three years of age shall be
eligible to receive a retirement salary effective upon the expiration of

his term as a judge.]

Sec. 7. Section 46b-233a of the 2012 supplement to the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof

(Effective from passage):

(@) Each family support magistrate who had elected under the
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provisions of subdivision (2) of subsection (i) of section 46b-231 shall,
for retirement purposes, be entitled to credit for any or all the prior
years of service accrued by him on June 22, 1992, while serving in the
office of family support magistrate, provided such magistrate shall pay
to the Comptroller five per cent of the salary for his office for each
prior year of service he claims for retirement credit. Each such
magistrate shall be entitled to have his retirement contributions to the
state employees retirement system under chapter 66 credited toward
the payment due for the prior year or years of service he claims for
retirement credit under this section.

(b) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of family

support magistrates who first commenced services prior to July 1,

2011, and the allowance payable to their surviving spouses under
subsection (b) of section 51-51, "salary" shall be composed of the total
of the following amounts: The average annual salary for the five years
next preceding his or her retirement payable at the time of retirement
or death, fixed in accordance with subsection (h) of section 46b-231;
and for family support magistrates to whom a longevity payment has
been made or is due and payable, in each case under section 51-51 (1)
one and one-half per cent of the annual salary the family support
magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those
who have completed ten or more but less than fifteen years of service
as a family support magistrate, (2) three per cent of the annual salary
the family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement
or death, for those who have completed fifteen or more but less than
twenty years of service as a family support magistrate, (3) four and
one-half per cent of the annual salary the family support magistrate
was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have
completed twenty or more but less than twenty-five years of service as
a family support magistrate, and (4) six per cent of the annual salary
the family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement
or death, for those who have completed twenty-five or more years of

service as a family support magistrate.
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(c) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of family

support magistrates who first commenced service as family support

magistrates on or after July 1, 2011, and the allowance pavable to their

surviving spouses, under subsection (b) of section 51-51, "salary" shall

be composed of the total of the following amounts: The average annual

salary for the five years next preceding his or her retirement payable at

the time of retirement or death, fixed in accordance with subsection (a)

of section 51-47; and for family support magistrates to whom a

longevity payment has been made or is due and pavable, in each case

under subsection (d) of section 51-47, (1) one and one-half per cent of

the annual salary the family support magistrate was receiving at the

time of retirement or death, for those who have completed ten or more

but less than fifteen years of service as a family support magistrate or

other state service or service as an elected official of the state or any

combination of such service, (2) three per cent of the annual salary the

family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or

death, for those who have completed fifteen or more but less than

twenty vears of service as a family support magistrate or other state

service or service as an elected official of the state or any combination

of such service, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the

family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or

death, for those who have completed twenty or more but less than

twenty-five years of service as a family support magistrate or other

state service or service as an elected official of the state or any

combination of such service, and (4) six per cent of the annual salary

the family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement

or death, for those who have completed twenty-five or more years of

service as a family support magistrate or other state service or service

as an elected official of the state or any combination of such service.

[(c)] (d) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, on
or after September 2, 2011, the retirement salary of such [judge,] family
support magistrate [or compensation commissioner] shall not exceed
the limits of Section 415 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or any
subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the United States,
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as amended from time to time.

Sec. 8. (NEW) (Effective from passage) On or before July 1, 2013,
judges who are in service on the effective date of this section may
make a one-time irrevocable election to begin paying the actuarial
pension cost of maintaining the normal retirement eligibility existing
in the present plan on the effective date of this section, but which is
scheduled to change effective July 1, 2022. The cost of making such an
election shall be established by the plan's actuaries and such cost shall
be communicated to judges by the Retirement Division of the Office of
the Comptroller. The irrevocable election shall be made on a form
prescribed by the State Employees Retirement Commission and shall
indicate the judge's election to participate or not participate. In the
event a judge fails to make an election on or before July 1, 2013, he or
she shall not be eligible to participate. In the event a judge makes a
successful claim to the State Employees Retirement Commission of
agency error, such judge shall make payments in accordance with the

state's usual practice.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage 51-49a

Sec. 2 from passage 51-49b

Sec. 3 from passage 51-49c

Sec. 4 from passage 51-49f

Sec. 5 from passage 51-49¢

Sec. 6 from passage 51-49i

Sec. 7 from passage 46b-233a
Sec. 8 from passage New section
Statement of Purpose:

To implement the Governor's budget.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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